
To find out why more people come to Ameriprise for financial 
planning than any other company,2 call (217) 442-8067 today.
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Does your retirement
     feel out of reach?
               You need a plan.SM 
If you’re like many people, today’s uncertain economic times may have you 
feeling that your retirement goals are harder to reach. But did you know having a 
financial plan could help improve your outlook on retirement?

At Ameriprise Financial, we’ve seen how true financial planning makes a 
difference in the lives of our clients. Now a national study1 confirms that people 
with a comprehensive plan feel more confident and on track with their retirement 
goals — even in today’s volatile market. 

People with a comprehensive financial plan are more likely to say they:

Have a clear financial direction
Feel well prepared for retirement
Have rebalanced their portfolio 
Are on track with saving goals

>
>
>
>

 Also presented by our Corporate Sponsor



United Samaritans Medical Center

powerful
        healing.

Provena Health has been named one of the 
top 50 U.S. health systems based on hospital clinical

quality and efficiency, according to a new study* released by Thomson Reuters.

Here in Danville at Provena United Samaritans, we’ve invested millions of dollars 
over the last several years in leading-edge technology to increase patient safety, 
prevent medical errors and complications, and improve the overall quality of care 
at the bedside. Better quality care means powerful healing. And it’s happening 
here each and every day.

To learn more about Provena’s Top 50 designation and Provena United Samaritans’ 
technology and quality of care, visit www.provena.org/usmc/top50.

*Based on inpatient quality of care data from Medicare Provider Analysis (MedPAR) and the Centers 

for Medicare and Medicaid, from 252 health systems with a total of 1,720 hospitals

But don’t just take our word for it.

Vermilion County Museum Society 
116 N. Gilbert Street,  

Danville, IL 
 

Serving the Community for forty-six years. 
 
 

COMING EVENTS at the MUSEUM 
  

Friday, April 9, 2010 
New Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots Music 

Evening Preview, Dinner, and Entertainment  
Tickets—$25.00 per person 

Special performance by Chris Vallillo        
  

April 10—May 23, 2010 
New Harmonies: Celebrating American Roots Music 

A Museum on Main Street exhibit sponsored by the Smith-
sonian Institute and the Illinois Humanities Council 

Visit www.vermilioncountymuseum.org to obtain information  
about special programs during the exhibit. 

 
June 1—June 30, 2010 

Living Colours 
A traveling quilt exhibit from the Association of  

Pacific Northwest Quilters 
 

Join the Vermilion County Museum Society and  
become a partner in preserving local history. 

 
Memberships help to: 

 operate the Museum 
 educate students through free educational programs 

 provide open houses, special programs, 
and informative exhibits 

 
 

Call the Museum at 217-442-2922, Tuesday through Friday 
 from 10 AM to 5 PM, for additional information on membership, 

activities, and volunteer opportunities. 
 



A Note from the Director
The journey took almost two years. It began in April 2008 with my desire to
direct. I researched shows. I developed a short list, but came back again and
again to a little musical called The Spitfire Grill. I fell in love. It wasn’t just the
script or the songs or the way each song was intricately tied to the development
of the plot; nor was it the wonderful characters with whom the world of Gilead is
peopled. It was that I began to see my world in the plot and to recognize that
hope grows in the most unexpected places – like in a hometown grill in a dying
town.

In Danville, as in Gilead, you will find a depressed economy, people out of work,
men and women going off to war, marriages cracking under pressure,
busybodies stirring up trouble, young people yearning to escape and older
people feeling trapped. And there are those coming to start anew who, by some,
are regarded with suspicion and left feeling unwelcome.

During my study of the script, the score and the characters, and through
exploration with my remarkable cast and crew while building and rehearsing,
what I have learned is that everyone has a story. With an ember of hope and the
courage of a community to open its heart, a town can come alive again, and
wounded souls can be healed. It is in allowing ourselves to be touched by the
world around us and responding with courage and grace that we, as a society,
can find redemption.

In DLO’s 55th Season of Hope, my hope is that you leave here today having
enjoyed a delicious meal and excellent entertainment, and that moments of this
show have created memories you will revisit again and again.

This is Gilead. What there is… is what you see.

Jeanne Dunn
Director

Special Acknowledgement

The original painting used as the backdrop for
The Spitfire Grill poster and cover art

was created specifically for us by artist
Adrienne Trafford.

If you love beautiful art, please see more of her work at
www.adriennetrafford.blogspot.com.

________________________________________________________________
Playwrights Horizons, Inc., New York City, produced the New York Premier of

“The Spitfire Grill” Off-Broadway in 2001.
“The Spitfire Grill” received its World Premier production by the George Street
Playhouse, November 5, 2000. David Saint, Artistic Director; Michael Stotts,

Managing Director
“The Spitfire Grill” is presented by special arrangement with

Samuel French
45 West 25th Street, New York, NY 10010 Phone: 212-206-8125 Fax: 212-206-1429
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Upcoming Events

Special Thanks

Heather Miyagi  Jay Stumpf  Bill Acton  David Woodrow  Winnie Beers

Dorothy Lickfett  Mark Willard  JJ Bailey  Darren, Kelsey & Hannah LaReau

Mary Ellen Fricke  Chris Dunn  Schick School and Office Supply

Ron Frerichs, Jessica Weathers & the Staff of the DACC Bremer Center

Danville Area Community College

Dana Wheeler of the Danville Boat Club, Caterer

Steve Rodman  Cindy Compton & the Village Mall

The Vermilion County Museum

Danville Light Opera sincerely apologizes for any omissions
to this list at the time we went to press.

Please see the poster in the lobby during intermission for additional special thanks you!
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The Secret Garden
Auditions: Dancers Only –  Sunday, February 14, 7 p.m.
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8 Danville Symphony Orchestra - October 2009 9 Visit our website:  www.danvillesymphony.org

OPTOMETRISTS:  

DR. RON SERFOSS     DR. MARK PELLEGRINI     DR. SHAWN MALLADY     DR. JAMES KELLEY Good evening Ladies & Gentlemen,
 On behalf of the musicians, board and staff of the Danville 
Symphony Orchestra, welcome to our 43rd consecutive 
season of orchestral music. This season is largely focused on 
community talent, with performances featuring guests born 
and raised in the Danville area like Margaret Jones, Justin 
Vickers, and Garrett Taylor. It is also focused on our youth as 
we feature the choirs of Danville High School in our Christmas 
concert. What a thrill it will be for so many of our young people to have the chance to sing 
with a professional orchestra. We all have memories from our childhood that we look back 
on as being central to some of our adult preferences and hopefully, this experience will plant 
seeds that will grow into future symphony patrons. 
 Reaching into the community for talent has always been part of the DSO’s mission as 
we try to balance all the needs and desires of the audience. Orchestras and audiences share 
a special relationship. Audiences come to listen to great music, observe great artists at work, 
and to gather together with their community for a unique social experience. Orchestral 
musicians and conductors have the honor of spending large portions of their lives preparing 
to present great music at the highest possible level their talents will allow. When you put it 
all together, you get the magic of the live symphony concert. As I’ve said many times through 
the years, this is a team effort. The DSO has been blessed with the support of the community. 
Last spring, we had another highly successful fundraiser that will help get us through these 
most challenging economic times. But it won’t be easy. Our state funding has been cut in 
half, we’ve lost some corporate sponsors and many in our area can longer afford the pleasure 
of buying tickets to our concerts. So it’s up to those who can help to pitch in to preserve the 
core of what is one the real jewels of Danville. As we move forward this season, you will be 
receiving a fundraising letter. Please seriously consider making the DSO one of your charitable 
priorities. 
 Without a music critic at our newspapers to cover our concerts, we often find ourselves 
wondering what audiences are thinking. Why do you enjoy our concerts? What are we doing 
well? What could we do better? Do we have the right balance of musical styles? Which guest 
artists should we bring to town? Thoughtful criticism is an important part of improving and 
we want to hear from you. Please take a moment to write to me or to our executive director, 
Jennifer Dixson, or any of our board members to let us know what you think. It’s crucial that 
we remain aware of and sensitive to our audience’s preferences. In the future, we will be 
starting a section in our program that highlights comments from audience members. If you’d 
like to be quoted, please let us know and we will include you.  Just say “and you can quote 
me!” 
 I look forward to hearing from you soon and enjoy the season! 

Jeremy Swerling, Music Director
JSwerling@DanvilleSymphony.org
(443) 386 1351

Jeremy Swerling ~ Music Director

Jennifer Dixson, Executive Director

dso@cooketech.net

          
      

    

   
   

   
    

    Proud Sponsor of The Spitfire Grill

DonationsDONATIONS

Thank You!
Danville Light Opera extends special gratitude to

these individuals and businesses for their generous donations this season

Corporate Circle

Show Title Sponsors
Chittick Family Eye Care
Vermilion County Museum

Platinum Sponsors
Ameriprise Financial – Daniel Rodriguez

Gold Sponsors
Provena United Samaritans Medical

Center

Bronze Sponsors
Randal P. Ashton, DDS
Iroquois Federal Savings & Loan
Ronald L. Lewis, DDS
Walgreen’s Accounting Center

Friends
Greenwood Plastics
Dr. George Zundo

In-Kind Sponsors
Commercial-News
Danville Metal Stamping
KISS/KOOL Radio
Shick’s School & Office Supply
Village Mall Shopping Center

Individual Supporters

Stars
Donald & Susan Richter

Directors
Dr. Joseph Fabrizio & Phyllis Dougherty

Fabrizio

Producers
Richard Brazda
Darrel & Dr. Alice Jacobs
Mark & Marty Lindvahl
Vivian Stokes
David Dillman & Cheryl Vergin
Mike & Dona Westfall
Richard Woodard

Patrons
Wes & Sheila Bieritz
Mike & Sharon Glossinger
Garry & Maureen Hinkle
Victor Hix
Robert E Jones
Mr & Mrs A L Reitemeier
Jack & Kathryn Seidler
Harlan Smith
William Wayland

Friends
Kolleen Asaad
Norma Burmeister
Robeta Ennis
Dorothy Grieve
James & Dorothy Jones
Ted & Fran Lemke
Vickie Miller
Myrna Nelson
Dorothy Puhr
Ann Vogel
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511 E. MAIN STREET
DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 61832

Phone (217) 442-1454
Fax (217) 442-9345

Danville, IL 61832
(217) 446-9067

Westville, IL 61883
(217) 267-3030

305 W. Williams
Danville, Illinois
217-443-6500

Keep in touch
with
Danville Light
Opera!
Website: www.danvillelightopera.com
Email: danvillelightopera@hotmail.com
Receive DLO e-Stage every month by email!

Send us a subscription request from your email address, and we’ll take it from
there!

Keep in touch with

Danville
Light Opera!

THE SPITFIRE GRILL CAST

(in order of appearance)

Percy Talbott .......................... Mallory Williams

Sheriff Joe Sutter ..........................Geno Carver

Hannah Ferguson......................... Alice Cowan

Caleb Thorpe................................Jason Asaad

Effy Krayneck.............................. Belinda Smith

Shelby Thorpe ........................Stefanie LaReau

The Visitor .................................. Greg Williams

NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY OR VIDEO TAPING
Is allowed during this performance.

PLEASE TURN OFF
ALL CELL PHONES AND PAGERS.

We sincerely appreciate your consideration and cooperation.
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THE SPITFIRE 
GRILL CAST

      Seeking
        Directors,

         Music Directors
      and Choreographers
       for our 56th season!

      For details, please
 contact any DLO Board

Member, call 431-1660 or Email
danvillelightopera@hotmail.com.



“SINCE 1969”

Kelly Printing Co., Inc.
LET US TAKE CARE OF ALL YOUR CUSTOM PRINTING NEEDS

205 Oregon Street
Danville, Illinois 61832

Phone: 217-443-1792
Fax: 217-443-0869

E-Mail: tom@kellyprintinginc.com
sabrina@kellyprintinginc.com
amber@kellyprintinginc.com
sam@kellyprintinginc.com

600 N. Logan 
Danville, IL  

(217) 443-2244 
www.dillmaneyecare.com 

David Dillman, M.D. 
James Lohrberg, O.D. 

• Comprehensive eye examinations 
• Diagnosis and treatment of eye disease 
• Full service optical department with wide selection of frames 
• Specialty contact lenses 
• Laser vision correction (Bladeless LASIK , PRK)  
• Advanced cataract surgery 
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Biographies (continued)
Belinda Smith (Effy Krayneck) has been very active in DLO as a director,
performer and board member. She has directed numerous youth productions and
several regular season shows as music director, including Chicago, Jekyll and
Hyde, Into the Woods, Cabaret and most recently The Civil War. Some of her
favorite roles include Sister Hubert in Nunsense I and II; Lady Thiang in The
King and I, and Eulalie in The Sound of Music. Next up she will be music
directing DLO’s The Secret Garden. Belinda teaches music at Southwest and
thanks Larry, Lauren and Andrew for their love and support.

Jenny Taylor (Sound) has loved the theater since high school, where her first
show to work on was The Crucible and first musical was Oklahoma.  Since then
she has found DLO and is proud to run the sound for this amazing show, her
22nd contribution to the DLO organization. Jenny has also directed, music
directed, played in the orchestra and serves on the DLO Board of Directors.

Susie & Mark Willard (Producers) have been involved with producing or co-
producing several DLO shows. When Jeanne put together her “dream team” and
they were on her list, they were very flattered. They are always amazed at the
talent in this area, from the performers, to the directors with their vision of the
show, the choreography, the music, and finally to the sets which start from a
pencil doodle on paper to a work of art. It gives them both a great deal of
satisfaction to be a part of this amazing show process. Susie and Mark would like
to thank the audience for their support and appreciation for the theatrical arts in
Danville. You are in for an incredible experience!

Mallory Williams (Percy Talbott) is appearing in her third DLO production, last
having played the role of Becky Bakowski in last season’s Do Black Patent
Leather Shoes Really Reflect Up?. She has appeared with Beef House Dinner
Theater, The MacArthur Avenue Players, and the DHS Players. While at Danville
High, she portrayed Pink Lady Jan in Grease and Florence in The Curious
Savage. Mallory was an award-winning soloist for the high school show choirs.
She is supported at home by her parents, Greg and Marsha, and everywhere by
her boyfriend, JJ.

Greg Williams (The Visitor) is an English teacher, editor, and contributor to
Innocent Words music magazine. Greg is also husband of Marsha, father of five,
grandfather of three, and co-founder of Reagan’s Rescue. He has appeared with
Red Mask, Lincoln Park Theatre Company, Beef House Dinner Theatre, Twelve
Fluid Ounces, and the Station Theatre among others. A past Katy Award winner,
this is his 98th theatrical venture.  Favorite roles include Adolph Freitag in The
Last Night of Ballyhoo, the Narrator in Blood Brothers, Big Daddy in Cat on a
Hot Tin Roof, and Oliver Warbucks in Annie. He dedicates this performance to
his family.

Biographies
(continued)



Musical NumbersThis production is funded in part by grants from
the Illinois Arts Council, a state agency,
and from the Danville Area Arts Council.

55th

Musical Numbers

Act One
A Ring Around the Moon .......................................................Percy

Something’s Cooking at The Spitfire Grill ....................... Company

Out of the Frying Pan.............................................................Percy

When Hope Goes ................................................................Shelby

Ice and Snow ................................................. Caleb, Joe, and Effy

The Colors of Paradise .......................................Percy and Shelby

Digging Stone ....................................................................... Caleb

This Wide Woods.....................................................Joe and Percy

Forgotten Lullaby ............................................................... Hannah

Shoot the Moon ..........................................Hannah and Company

Intermission

Act Two
Come Alive Again .......................................Hannah and Company

Forest for the Trees ..................................................................Joe

Wild Bird ..............................................................................Shelby

Shine......................................................................................Percy

Way Back Home ................................................................ Hannah

Finale .............................................................................. Company



Pierce Piano Service

THOMAS “TUCK” MEYER
ATTORNEY AT LAW

LAW OFFICES
Acton & Snyder, llp
11 EAST NORTH STREET

DANVILLE, ILLINOIS 61832

PHONE (217) 442-0350
FAX (217) 442-0335

Serving Only the Best 
Trans Fat Free Donuts

911 N. Vermilion St.
2201 E. Main St. (across from DACC)

Danville, Illinois 61832

NATIONAL ACCOUNTING CENTER
1901 E Voorhees St.   Danville, IL 

Biographies (continued)
Jeanne Dunn (Director) became part of DLO in the ensemble of 2004’s Blood
Brothers. Having embraced her calling as a well-rounded character actress (pun
intended!), she has performed in several musicals with fondest memories
attached to Nunsense for the fun and enduring friendships, and Cabaret for the
chance to be Fraulein Schneider. Jeanne has also produced, actively serves on
the DLO Board, and now adds directing to her DLO resume. There is not enough
space or adequate words to express her deep gratitude to Karen, Jessica, Gary,
Susie and Mark, Cookie and Brian, Ann, this gifted cast, dedicated crew, brilliant
orchestra, and the understanding men in her life – Chris, Alex and Geno.

Tom Fricke (Lighting) has appeared on the DLO stage in many productions,
most recently in this season’s opener, The Civil War. He has also produced
shows, designed lights, helped with set construction and serves as Treasurer on
the DLO Board. He says thanks his wife Mary Ellen for indulging his theater bug.

Karen Grove (Music Director) has been involved in numerous aspects of DLO
for over a decade. She has been playing flute or keyboard in the pit,
accompanying shows, or directing music in shows like Annie Get Your Gun,
South Pacific, Working, My Fair Lady, and Blood Brothers.  She currently
serves on the DLO Board as Board Secretary and is in charge of the box office.
She wants to thank her family for all their support and encouragement during
production.

Stefanie LaReau (Shelby Thorpe) is appearing in her fifth DLO show. You may
remember her as the lovable, funny Sister Amnesia in Nunsense. Or as the
overly enthusiastic checkout girl in Working.  She expressed her multi-
personalities as Judy Denmark/Ginger DelMarco in Ruthless!  Playing Shelby in
The Spitfire Grill has been a true blessing as she has had the privilege to work
with amazingly talented people. Stefanie dedicates this performance to her little
girls Kelsey and Hannah. Their mommy and daddy Darren hope that they never
stop singing and dancing just for the joy of it.  She also dedicates it to her
parents, Dave and Jacqueline Grubbs in honor of their 50th wedding anniversary
this April.

Gary Lickfett (Set Design/Construction) has enjoyed building sets and vehicles
for a variety of recent and not-so-recent shows, including The Civil War,
Cabaret, Music Man, Cinderella, and Working.  Each project seems more
rewarding than the last because cast, crew, and audience are so generous with
their encouragement and appreciative of the result!

Brian & Cookie Morris (Stage Managers/Costumes) have worked on and
behind the stage for DLO since 2007.  Between the two of them, they act, direct,
sing, dance, write, design, sew, and run lights, often simultaneously. They are
also involved with Red Mask, Chicago’s n.u.f.a.n. Ensemble, Hoopeston’s Artistic
Repertory Theatre, and the Superman Celebration in Metropolis, Illinois. They
are preparing an evening of live readings for the Rantoul Theatre Group in
August.  To Jeanne and cast, mmmm-WAHHH!

Biographies
(continued)
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DLO Board of Directors
President: Gary Lickfett          Vice President: Jason Asaad

Treasurer: Tom Fricke          Secretary: Karen Grove

Board Members: Jeanne Dunn, Ron McDaniel, Todd Nardoni, Belinda Smith,
Carolyn Smith, Kathleen Spain-Swiersz, Jenny Taylor, Susie Willard

Production Staff
Director ..................................................................... Jeanne Dunn

Music Director............................................................ Karen Grove

Producers ..................................................... Susie & Mark Willard

Stage Managers & Costumers.....................Brian & Cookie Morris

Prop Mistress..........................................................Michelle Calvin

Sound ........................................................................ Jenny Taylor

Lights & Design.............................................................Tom Fricke

Set Design .......................................... Gary Lickfett, Jeanne Dunn

Set Construction and Painting ............................ Gary Lickfett with
Dorothy Lickfett, Heather Miyagi,

J.J. Bailey, Darren LaReau, Mark Willard, Cast & Crew

Box Office .............................Brad Smith, Kathleen Spain-Swiersz

Publicity ........................................................................Tom Fricke

Program Coordinator ................................................ Jeanne Dunn

Program Cover & Poster Design .............................. Jeanne Dunn

Painting featured on Cover & Poster ..................Adrienne Trafford

Program Photos.................................................. Joyce Knoblauch

Program Printing......................................... Kelly Printing Co., Inc.

The Spitfire Orchestra
Piano............................................................................. Ann Wagle

Guitar .........................................................................George Halls

Accordion....................................................................James Potts

Violins .......................................... Grace Oliver, Cameron Lindsey

Cello......................................................................Marcus Lehman



INC.

and Floral Shop

3714 N. Vermilion St.
Danville, Illinois 61832

The Spitfire Grill 
BiographiesThe Spitfire Grill Biographies

Jason Asaad (Caleb Thorpe) has performed in numerous DLO shows, last seen
in the fall production of Civil War. Also a familiar face in Red Mask productions,
Jason won a Katy for his portray of Nick in Over the River and Through the
Woods. Jason is glad for your patronage at The Spitfire Grill, as he is having a
great time working with everyone in the show! Jason would like to thank his great
family and friends for their continued support.  ENJOY!

Jessica Brackmann (Choreographer) is thrilled to be back at DLO, and working
with such an amazing and talented group! Jessica was the Musical Director for
State Fair with ART in Hoopeston this summer, though she is usually seen on
stage instead of on the production team.  Favorite roles include Marian in The
Music Man with DLO, Ruby in Dames at Sea (CTW), and Peggy in The
Taffetas (ART). Jessica has loved the change and loved this whole
choreography experience!  She thanks Jeanne for getting her involved with this
wonderful cast and crew, and as always, much thanks to her amazing family for
all of the love, help and support!

Michelle Calvin (Prop Mistress) has worked on many productions and has
played many roles which have included actor, singer, and backstage production.
This is her second production with DLO. She is a teaching assistant at Danville
High School and has a degree in Elementary Education from Eastern Illinois
University.

Geno Carver (Joe Sutter) has performed with DLO for over six years, since the
age of 11. His most notable roles were as John Gabriel Utterson in Jekyll &
Hyde in 2007, and in Do Black Patent Leather Shoes Really Reflect Up? as
Eddie. He is a senior at DHS, where he has performed in musicals and plays, his
favorite role there being Horton in Seussical, the Musical. Geno thanks his
mom, Chris and Alex for being a supportive family and encouraging him to
succeed. Maybe someday he’ll see the forest for the trees.

Alice (aka Lola) Cowan (Hannah Ferguson) is appearing in her first DLO
production. She has fond memories of producing/directing several musicals at
BHHS. For leading her gently out of her comfort zone to play Hannah, Alice
thanks Jeanne for persistence, encouragement and support. Kudos to the
production team and fellow cast members for unending patience and expertise
they willingly shared. Thanks also to Ron and the kids who still manage to be
surprised at the things she gets herself into, yet continue to be her biggest
supporters! Her performance is dedicated in loving memory of her mother, upon
whom she modeled Hannah’s character.  To her AKA, “keep me out of jail
sisters”, she knows you understand because “that’s just the way I am!”



www.michaelpuhr.com



The Company The Company

Mark and Susie Willard

Jessica Brackmann Michelle CalvinJason Asaad

Geno Carver Alice Cowan Jeanne Dunn

Jenny TaylorBelinda Smith

Greg Williams Mallory Williams

Tom Fricke Karen Grove Stefanie LaReau

Gary Lickfett Brian Morris Cookie Morris


